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had a respect for law, at any rate in courts which he could not himself
dominate, and he must have realised the extreme weakness of the charge
against the bishops; it appears also from his conversations with the
Earl of Clarendon both before and after the trial that he was very much
opposed to the prosecution; he was said also to be likely to lose his place
because of his mismanagement of the trial. The real reason for the
prosecution is the second reason which James himself gives, "his
prepossession against the yielding temper which had proved so danger-
out to his brother and so fatal to his father".

On May 28 Bancroft received a notification from Sunderland that he
and the six other bishops were to appear before the Privy Council on
June 8. The Council made two demands upon them: that they should
acknowledge that the petition (which was shown to them) was in the
handwriting of Bancroft and signed by all of them, and that they should
enter into recognisances for their appearance before the King's Bench.
They had been warned by their legal advisers to refuse both demands,
but they yielded to the first after they had been subjected to a badgering
by Jeffreys and James which almost amounted to "third degree*', and
in spite of their protest that they should not be forced into an acknow-
ledgement which could be used against them at the trial. Against the
second demand they pleaded their privilege as peers, and when this plea
was over-ruled they remained obstinate in their refusal. The Council
were very reluctant to commit them to the Tower,1 for they were aware
that a great crowd had assembled outside the palace and that it would
be impossible to convey them through the streets without a large armed
escort, but there was no alternative. They succeeded in frustrating the
mob, and possibly an attempt at rescue, by sending the bishops to the
Tower by water, but they could not prevent the people from crowding
to the banks of the river and making the greatest anti-Government
demonstration which London had seen since 1641. /

The bishops appeared before the four judges of the King's Bench,
Chief Justice Wright and Justices Allibone, Holloway and Powell, on
June 15, the first day of term, after having been a week in the Tower.
The proceedings were protracted by the objections raised by the bishops'
counsel and spread over four hours; it is to be noted that there was
already a breach in the unanimity of the Bench, for Justice Powell was
far more ready than the other judges to admit the validity of the objections.
In the end the bishops pleaded "Not Guilty" to the indictment, and were
liberated after giving recognisances for their appearancefortrial on June 29,

1 There were twenty-one Privy Councillors present, and of these nineteen
signed the order of committal. The Councillors who did not sign were both
Catholics, the Earl of Moray and, very significantly, Father Petre.